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SOUTH ASIAN SUFI FESTIVAL
October 14, 15, 16, 2016

Diggi Palace, Jaipur

Sufism is our great civilizational heritage, spreading over 
Central Asia, Afghanistan, Pakistan, India, Bangladesh, 
North Africa and West Asia, providing an infinite space for 
spiritual and human bonds of love and compassion, a great 
path for promoting pluralism, compassion, love and 
brotherhood, underlining the imperative of reconciliations 
and centrality of common man. The message of Sufism 
transcends all social, religious and political boundaries 
negating any kind of fundamentalism.

The essence of Sufism is that the only way to love God is to 
love His creations. His creations mean all beings – living and 
non-living. Love is more powerful and profound than any 
idea or ideal. Love is universal, so is Sufism.

Ajeet Cour, the President of the Foundation of SAARC 
Writers and Literature, has a sufi bent of mind. It has always 
been in her sub-consciousness. She shapes her ideas 
accordingly. As early as 2006 she put the idea into action. 

In South Asia, particularly in the SAARC countries, Sufism 
has been a powerful social factor contributing to the growth 
of an inclusive and accommodative civilization. We need 
Sufism far more in modern  times than ever before. Keeping 
in mind the significance of Sufi thought and practices in 
integrating of people of various ways of life under common 
ethos and value system she organized a three days 
International Conference on Sufism : Sufi Traditions, Poetry 
and Philosophy, at India International Centre on March 18, 
19, 20, 2006.

In this disorderly world under threat of terrorism and 
intellectual suppression no one thought of Sufism as an 
antidote for peace and love except Ajeet Cour, and once she 
initiated it there were many more to market it.

The International Conference on Sufism 2006 witnessed the 
participation of about 200 eminent Sufi scholars, poets and 
experts from fourteen countries from Turkey, Afghanistan, 
Bhutan, Maldives, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Azarbaijan, Uzbekistan, 
Iran, Italy, Poland, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Canada, France, 
Lebanon and U.S.A. It also had soul-stirring performances 
by eminent vocalist Shanti Hiranand, Gulfam Sabri's group 



from Delhi, Baul singers from West Bengal, and Sufi singers 
Mr. Iqbal Bahu and Dr. Azhar Mahmood from Pakistan.

A three days South Asian Sufi Festival was held this year in 
Diggi Palace, in the Pink City Jaipur, on October 14, 15, 16.

South Asian Sufi Festival was organized by the Foundation 
of SAARC Writers and Literature, an Apex Body of SAARC, 
in collaboration with the Ministry of External Affairs and 
Indian Council For Cultural Relations.

This South Asian Festival was FOSWAL's 52nd mega event 
and witnessed the participation of more than 200 eminent 
writers, scholars and poets from SAARC countries.

INAUGURATION

The delegates from several SAARC countries reached 
Jaipur a day in advance on 13th October. After the breakfast 
on the 14th morning the delegates of the Festival from 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal, Maldives, Sri 
Lanka and India got themselves registered outside the 
Darbar Hall of the Diggi Palace, the venue of the Festival.

There was a lot of excitement among the delegates at the 
Registration counter. The office of the FOSWAL managed 
the distribution of delegate badges and the special bag 
containing the Festival Literature so well that it was over 
before the Inauguration at 10.00 am.

Ms. Ajeet Cour and Thakur Ram Pratap Singh welcomed the 
guests from all the South Asian countries.
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Registration of Delegates



Ms. Ajeet Cour, President of 
Foundation of SAARC Writers 
and Literature in her welcome 
address  said that “It is a meet 
that will endeavour to rediscover 
the spirit of Tasawwuf or 
Mysticism”.

Inaugurating the Festival Union 
Minister for Finance and 
Corporate Affairs Mr. Arjun Ram 
Meghwal said Sufism could act 
as an antidote to terrorism, 
which was the biggest disease 

in today's time.

Joint Secretary SAARC in the 
Ministry of External Affairs, Mr. 
Prashant Agrawal said “The 
Sufi Festival is useful for 
enhancing awareness of our 
region’s shared cultural 
heritage and building people-
to-people contacts.”

Others who addressed the 
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Ajeet Cour presenting her 
welcome address

Hon’ble Shri Arjun Ram Meghwal, Union Minister of State, Finance, Corporate 
Affairs, delivered his Inaugral Speech. On the dais from left :  

Dr. Syed Shah Khusro Hussaini, Sajjada Nashin of Bandenawaz Dargah; 
Sheikhul Mashaeikh Dewan Syed Zainul Abedin Ali Khan Sahib, Sajjada Nashin 

of Ajmer Dargah; Justice R.S. Chauhan, Ex-Chief Justice of Rajasthan; 
Ajeet Cour; Mr. M.H.M.N. Bandara, Director SAARC Secretariat; 

Mr. Wasanthe Kotuwella, Director, SAARC Cultural Centre, Colombo; 
Mr. Abdul Ghafoor Liwal, Deputy Minister for Borders and Tribal Affairs, Afghanistan; 

Mr. Zareen Anzor, eminent scholar; Mr. Prashant Agrawal, 
Joint Secretary, SAARC Division, Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India.

Mr. Prashant Agrawal 
delivered his speech



session included Justice R.S. Chauhan; SAARC Secretariat 
Director in Kathmandu Excellency Mr. M.H.M.N. Bandara; 
SAARC Cultural Centre Director in Colombo,  Excellency Mr. 
Wasanthe Kotuwella; Prof. Abdul Ghafoor Liwal, Deputy 
Minister in the Ministry of Borders and Tribal Affairs, 
Afghanistan;  Mr. Zareen Anzor from Afghanistan; Sheikhul 
Mashaeikh Dewan Syed Zainul Abedin Ali Khan Sahib, 
Sajjada Nashin of Ajmer Dargah; Dr. Syed Shah Khusro 
Hussaini, Sajjada Nashin of Bandenawaz Dargah.

WELCOME ADDRESS BY AJEET COUR

I welcome Hon'ble Mr. Arjun Ram Meghwal, Union Minister 
of State for Finance and Corporate Affairs, Government of 
India; Mr. Prashant Agarwal, Joint Secretary SAARC 
Division, Ministry of External Affairs; Thakur Ram Pratap 
Singh jee of Diggi Palace; Mr. M.H.M.N. Bandara, Director 
SAARC Secretariat; Mr. Wasanthe Kotuwella, Director, 
SAARC Cultural Centre, Colombo; Sheikhul Mashaeikh 
Dewan Syed Zainul Abedin Ali Khan Sahib, Sajjada Nashin 
of Ajmer Dargah; Dr. Syed Shah Khusro Hussaini, Sajjada 
Nashin of Bandenawaz Dargah; Justice R.S. Chauhan, Ex-
Chief Justice of Rajasthan; Mr. Jagdish Chandra, President 
ETV; Mr. Tanzim Ahmad, Programme Officer, India 
Bangladesh Foundation, Dhaka; all our Guests of Honour, 
and all the friends who have come here from long distances.

Welcome ! All of you !

30 years ago I launched upon a journey to bring together the 
hearts and minds of this turbulent region. 

The driving force behind this endeavour was LOVE.

Love for the people living in the neighbouring countries!  

In 30 years, our organization FOUNDATION OF SAARC 
WRITERS AND LITERATURE, which has been given the 
unique honour of  SAARC APEX BODY, has organized 51 
Conferences and Festivals and Academic Seminars for deep 
deliberations about what binds us emotionally and 
civilisationally and culturally : our literature, our music, our 
folklore, our beliefs, our myths and legends, our sensitivities 
and deep mystic beliefs, our poetry and our melodies, the 
evolution of our ancient knowledge systems, and our deep 
devotion to the infinite balance in the universe, through our 
Conferences and Festivals on Literature, Sufism and 
Budhism, Environment, Peace and Reconciliation, plight of 
our Women and of the subaltern backward communities, 
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Terrorism, and Healing History. 

The current South Asian Sufi Festival is our 52nd mega 
event.

Our Foundation has chosen to hold this Sufi Festival 
because Sufism is the reconciliation of all opposites: the 
outer and the inner, the material and the spiritual, the here 
and the hereafter, the human and the divine. In this spirit, 
Sufism has provided a way to reconcile some of the religious 
doctrines of earlier cultural and religious systems in a 
crystallized amalgamation.

“I searched for God and found only myself. I searched for 
myself and found God,” said a Sufi poet.

The Festival is not about religion or religious poetry. It is 
about fastening together the hearts, the minds and the 
conscience of the people, through love, compassion and 
mutual respect. It is a Meet that would endeavour to re-
discover  the spirit of Tasawwuf or Mysticism.

Sufism erases the narrow boundaries within the human 
psyche and creates a voice for secularism and composite 
culture. Thus, becoming the ideology of connectivity, 
tolerance, love, compassion, forgiveness and reconciliation. 

The menace of terrorism, religious fanaticism and communal 
violence have only added to an already dark situation all 
over the world. Terrorism perpetrated in the name of religion 
is the death of human values. 

Everything in Sufi ideology stands opposed to terrorism. 

Through Sufism we re-discover and re-interpret Orientalism 
and become conscious about the necessity of creating 
democratic and secular spaces.

Sufism is mystic poetry of love and friendship, respecting the 
otherness of the others. It conveys the message of pluralistic 
dialogue, trans-cultural understanding of the myriad ways 
man has found to reach that inner core of peace which 
resides within !

The beauty of Sufism, for us in Asia and Middle East in 
particular, lies in the fact that we can trace in it the centuries-
old philosophy of Advaita, and the two thousand five hundred 
years old philosophy of Buddhism, and the beautiful merging 

5



of Bhakti Movement and Sufism since the twelfth century.

Sufism is a great philosophy of deep, infinite feelings, but it is 
not a religion. One can be a Muslim, Hindu, Sikh, Christian, 
Jew, yet be a Sufi too, because Sufism is an exalted state of 
mind where love and peace resound like a soft melody, 
echoing and re-echoing in the depth of one's soul, creating a 
new ideological state of mind overflowing with love !

It is only through love that we can reach the heights of self-
evolvement and enlightenment. Love with the Creator of this 
Universe, and with the Universe He has created, and with all 
the living beings which are ordained to share the bounties of 
this universe : the planet earth and millions of planets in 
eternal rotation in infinite void, without any accidents ; the 
days merging into nights, and nights giving way to glorious, 
sun-drenched days, in an eternal cycle of merging and re-
emerging, like the cycle of Death and Life. And all the living 
species sharing this planet in an eternal harmony, where 
even tiny ants and bees and butterflies have their special 
roles to play, along with giant mountains, trees and all the 
green vegetation, majestic mountains, roaring oceans.

That is the only way to unravel the great mystery of Life, and 
the greatest mystery of that Masterly Magician who created it 
all, and is keeping all of it in a delicate balance !

Anyone who walks the path of  Sufism is a lover, a slave, a 
seeker, a beloved, a being fulfilled, and the one who is 
forever thirsty. 

Sufism is a search that is both within and without. It is an 
exploration of the deepest crevices and unknown fissure of 
one's mind, heart and soul, and a flight to reach the 
intangible and the undisclosed.

Sufism creates a voice for secularism and composite culture 
becoming the ideology of connectivity, tolerance, love, 
compassion, forgiveness, and reconciliation.

Sufism and Bhakti were two almost parallel movements 
which grew and flourished and merged in the sub-continent 
almost simultaneously, grew out of the native soil, spoke in 
the language of the masses, and gave a healing touch to a 
turbulent and violence-ridden society. Guru Nanak, Mavlana 
Jalal-Ud-Din Mohammad Rumi, Sant Kabir and Dadu Dayal, 
Hazrat Usman Ali Hajvery, popularly known as Data Sahib, 
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Mian Mir, Sheikh Nooruddin and Lal Ded, Shah Hussain and 
Sultan Bahu, Bulleh Shah and Sheikh Farid, Lalon Faqeer 
and Amir Khusro, all of them had the same vision and sang 
their poetry in the language of the masses. 

The ecstasy that is reached by being in love with one's 
Maker is expressed in many forms by the Sufi saints who 
dance, sing, recite verses and whirl in abandon. 

Evenings shall be dedicated to Sufi poetry, music and dance 
from all the participating countries.

Thank you.

• • •

ACADEMIC SEMINAR PROGRAMME

SESSION I
12.00-01.30

BOOK RELEASE

Books written by Dr. Pratibha Ray, Ms. Kamala Wijeratne 
from Sri Lanka, Dr. Sigma Sathish, Mr. Afsar Rahbeen from 
Afghanistan, Seema Jayaraman, Tanni Bose, Bob D’Costa,  
was released by Ajeet Cour and Mr. Prashant Agarwal, Joint 
Secretary SAARC Division, Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India; Mr. M.H.M.N. Bandara, Director 
SAARC Secretariat; Mr. Wasanthe Kotuwella, Director, 
SAARC Cultural Centre, Colombo;  and Thakur Ram Pratap 
Singh.

7

Mr. Prashant Agrawal, Joint Secretary, SAARC Division, Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India; Ajeet Cour; Mr. M.H.M.N. Bandara, Director SAARC Secretariat; 

Mr. Wasanthe Kotuwella, Director, SAARC Cultural Centre, Colombo; 
Mr. Abdul Ghafoor Liwal, Deputy Minister for Borders and Tribal Affairs, Afghanistan; 

was released the book of eminent writer Ms. Kamala Wijeratne from Sri Lanka



‘Jiska Man Rangrez' a book on Arpana Caur by Deo Prakash 
Choudhary was released by Sangeeta Juneja, Director 
Gallery Artchill.
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SPEAKERS / PAPERS

Chairperson : Dr. Sonal Mansingh (India)

1. Dr. Sanjiv Uprety (Nepal)
2. Mr. P.S. Bawa (India)
3. Ms. Kamala Wijeratne (Sri Lanka)
4. Dr. Sonal Mansingh (India)

POETS 

Chairman : Dr. Sitakant Mahapatra (India)

1. Dr. Archana Thapa (Nepal)
2. Mr. Biswajit Nandy (India)
3. Dr. Partaw Naderi (Afghanistan)
4. Dr. Sitakant Mahapatra (India)
SESSION II
2.30-04.00

SPEAKERS / PAPERS

Chairman : Prof. Abdul Ghafoor Liwal (Afghanistan)

1. Ven. Dampahala Rahula Thera (Sri Lanka)
2. Dr. Syeda Aireen Jaman  (Bangladesh)
3. Dr. Keshab Sigdel (Nepal)
4. Prof. Abdul Ghafoor Liwal (Afghanistan)

POETS

Chairman : Mr. Najib Manalai (Afghanistan)

1. Prof. A.K. Rashid (Afghanistan)
2. Mr. Babru Bahan Samal (USA)
3. Mr. Deo Prakash Chaudhry (India)
4. Ms. Kumari Lama (Nepal)
5. Mr. Najib Manalai (Afghanistan)

SESSION III
4.30 - 06.00

SPEAKERS / PAPERS

Chairperson : Dr. Sadia Dehlvi (India)

1. Dr. Mohibul Zegham (Afghanistan)
2. Mr. Mofidul Hoque (Bangladesh)
3. Ms. Kuenga Wangmo (Bhutan)
4. Dr. Sitakant Mahapatra (India)
5. Dr. Sadia Dehlvi (India)
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POETS 
Chairman :  Mr. Binit Thakur (Nepal)

1. Mr. Alamgul Sahar (Afghanistan)
2. Mr. Adham Khawa (Afghanistan)
3. Ms. Nazi Karim (Afghanistan)
4. Mr. Binit Thakur (Nepal)

OCTOBER 15, 2016

SESSION IV
09.30-11.00 am
SPEAKERS / PAPERS

Chairman : Prof. Fakrul Alam (Bangladesh)
1. Dr. Niaz Zaman (Bangladesh)
2. Prof. Mostofa Tarequl Ahsan (Bangladesh)
3. Mr. Nazibullah Azad (Afghanistan)
4. Mr. Ramakrishana Perugu (India)
5. Prof. Fakrul Alam (Bangladesh)

POETS 

Chairman : Prof. Anand Kumar (India)

1. Mr. Ghousuddin Frotan (Afghanistan)
2. Mr. Arpan Kumar (India)
3. Mr. Sameer Shankar Dutta  (India)
4. Ms. Uma Subedi  (Nepal)
5. Prof. Mohammad Nurul Huda (Bangladesh)
6. Mr. Pradeep Trikha (India)
7. Prof. Anand Kumar (India)

SESSION V
11.30 - 01.00

SPEAKERS / PAPERS

Chairman : Prof. Mohammad Nurul Huda (Bangladesh)

1. Mr. Masud Ahmad (Bangladesh)
2. Dr. Adyasha Das (India)
3. Prof. Samantha Ilangakoon (Sri Lanka)
4. Prof. Mohammad Nurul Huda (Bangladesh)

POETS 

Chairman :  Dr. S. Pathmanathan (Sri Lanka)
1. Ms. Tanni Bose (India)
2. Mr. Kumar Nagarkoti (Nepal)
3. Ms. Nargish Ara (Kaumodi Nargis, Bangladesh)
4. Mr. Ibrahim Waheed (Maldives)
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5. Dr. S. Pathmanathan (Sri Lanka)

SESSION VI
2.00 – 3.40

SPEAKERS / PAPERS

Chairman :   Mr. Daya Dissanayake (Sri Lanka)

1. Dr. Pratibha Ray (India)
2. Mr. Bashir Ahmad Naadeem (Afghanistan)
3. Mr. Ibrahim Waheed (Maldives)
4. Prof. Mahesh Paudyal (Nepal)
5. Dr. Zinia Mitra (India)
6. Mr. Daya Dissanayake (Sri Lanka)

POETS 

Chairman : Dr. Pratibha Ray (India)

1. Ms. Sukhwinder Amrit  (India)
2. Mr. Ikraam Rajasthani (India)
3. Mr. Utsav Khatiwara (Bhutan)
4. Dr. Sigma G.R. (India)
5. Mr. M. Afsar Rahbeen (Afghanistan)
6. Dr. Pratibha Ray (India)

SESSION VII
4.00 - 05.45

SPEAKERS / PAPERS

Chairman :  Mr. M.H.N.M. Bandara (Sri Lanka)

1. Prof. Ghulam H. Nabipour (Afghanistan)
2. Dr. Sonia  Nishat Amin (Bangladesh)
3. Mr. Dasho Ugyen Tshering (Bhutan)
4. Ms. Somdatta Mandal (India)
5. Mr. M.H.N.M. Bandara (Sri Lanka)

POETS 

Chairman : Ms. Kamala Wijeratne (Sri Lanka)

1. Mr. Taj Mohammad Tabey (Afghanistan)
2. Mr. Bob D'Costa  (India)
3. Ms. Padmaja Iyengar  (India)
4. Dr. Keshab Sigdel (Nepal)
5. Mr. Mithilesh Shrivastava (India)
6. Ms. Kamala Wijeratne (Sri Lanka)
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From left : Arpana Caur, Adyasha Das, Mr. Wasanthe Kotuwella, 
Director, SAARC Cultural Centre, Colombo;  Mr. M.H.M.N. Bandara, 

Director SAARC Secretariat; Ajeet Cour and Dr. Pratibha Ray

The Delegates

The Delegates
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OCTOBER 16, 2016

SESSION VIII
09.30-11.30 am

SPEAKERS / PAPERS

Chairman : Mr. Zareen Anzor (Afghanistan)

1. Mr. Ahmad Farid (Afghanistan)
2. Dr. Praneeth Abhayasundere (Sri Lanka)
3. Dr. S I M Sagar Sagir (Bangladesh)
4. Ms. Dravida Anjuman Huda (Bangladesh)
5. Mr. Zareen Anzor (Afghanistan)

POETS 
Nine Minutes Each

Chairman : Mr. Rinzin Rinzin (Bhutan)

1. Mr. Atiq Rahman Zaland (Afghanistan)
2. Dr.  Jacob Issac  (India)
3. Mr. Mohammad Humayun (Afghanistan) 
4. Mr. Amit Kalla (India)
5. Mr. Daya Dissanayake (Sri Lanka)
6. Dr. Shakila Wadjidi (Afghanistan)
7. Mr. Rinzin Rinzin (Bhutan)

SESSION IX
11.45-01.30

SPEAKERS / PAPERS

Chairman : Mr. Mohammad Mansoor Nassimy (Afghanistan)

1. Mr. Najib Manalai (Afghanistan)
2. Dr. S. Pathmanathan (Sri Lanka)
3. Prof. Harashit Bala (Bangladesh)
4. Mr. Muhammad Mansoor Nassimy (Afghanistan)

POETS 
Nine Minutes Each

Chairperson : Dr. Tarannum Riyaz (India)

1. Mr. Guman Singh (India)
2. Mr. Nirmal Thapa (Nepal)
3. Mr. Subhash Neerav (India)
4. Ms. Seema Jayaraman (India)
5. Ms. Ayesha Khatun (India)
6. Dr. Marzia Lipi (Bangladesh)
7. Dr. Tarannum Riyaz (India)
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CONCLUDING SESSION

On behalf of FOSWAL the Compere  of the 3 days South 

Asian Sufi Festival Dr. Anand Kumar thanked the delegates 

for their active participation. He expressed his feelings that 

the delegates are very cooperative.

The delegates thanked Ajeet Cour and her team for the 

warm hospitality and care they received in Jaipur and in 

Delhi .

Intervening at the end Ajeet Cour invited all the delegates for 

the next SAARC FESTIVAL OF LITERATURE on February 

24, 25, 26, 2017 in India International Centre, New Delhi.

Mr. Daya Dissanayake thanked the participants and present 

the Resolution :

The Resolution 

"May we all seek inner peace and happiness through 

Sufi Dharma to enable all life on earth to live in peace 

and happiness."

Once again we have come to a successful conclusion 

of our Sufi festival.

All the credit goes first to Padma Shri  Ajeet Cour, for 

all efforts to bring the family of South Asian writers 

together, as she has continued to do over the past 

thirty years. I am sure Ajeet Cour is as proud of 

Arpana Caur as she is of FOSWAL. We have all seen 

how Arpana is taking care of her mother often 

sacrificing her time for her painting. And it is what she 

earns from her painting that is keeping FOSWAL 

going today. 

That is why I would like to repeat my appeal I made in 

February, that all of us should persuade our 

governments, to provide funding for FOSWAL, 

because today it is the only organization in South Asia 

that is keeping the writers and poets together.

We are also most grateful to Thakur Ram Pratap 

Singh, his family and the staff of Diggi Palace, for their 

hospitality, for caring for all of us as we belonged here 
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and we're their own family. 

A special thank you to all the partner organizations 

and very specifically the young volunteers who made 

this event a huge success. We cannot forget the 

young media group from the university who 

contributed greatly to spread the word about the 

festival before and during the past three days. Dr. 

Anand Kumar did an admirable job to keep the festival 

going smoothly.

I do not like to call this the concluding session, 

because we do not have to conclude this Sufi festival 

now. We can continue this in cyberspace to discuss 

all the issues presented here and share our thoughts 

on Sufi Dharma and also our comments on all the 

wonderful poetry we listened to.

So let us keep in touch till we meet again same time 

next year.

PERFORMANCES

The medieval period of Indian history underwent an 

enriching experience that two different and well developed 

musical systems, Persian and Indian, interacted and 

complemented each other, leading to the growth of new 

vocal forms. Sama music synthesized Indo-Persian musical 

traditions which in fact are the soul and practice of Indian 

music.

Interestingly the Sufi sama music, vocal, instrumental and 

dance were audience-oriented where people of different 

religions or social strata shared culture. Sufi dargahs 

resounded with verses, sharing the culture for more many 

centuries. 

Mrs Ajeet Cour, the President of FOSWAL has been weaving 

a strong net of cultural connectivity among SAARC peoples. 

For achieving her object she has used every medium 

including sufi music and dance. Sufi Festival at Diggi Palace 

not far from the dargah of Hazrat Moinuddin Chishti at Ajmer 

is adding additional charm to the Sufi Sama, making the 

Festival more vibrant and richer.

17



BRIEF ABOUT PERFORMANCES 

Qawaali by local artists from Jaipur. They were singing 

and swaying in ecstasy, with the accompanying musical 

instrumentalists.

Sufi Singers and Musicians from Afghanistan

The melodius music performances of the Sufi Festival  with 

the heart-capturing instrumental music of Musicians and 

singers from Afghanistan. A group of young musicians made 

a chorus making sound.

Shabnam Virmani and Vipul Rikhi 

Shabnam Virmani has directed several documentaries and 
edited several music Ods and books. Her documentary on 
Kabir is a prized production. She with her companions made 
a beautiful presentation of six songs of Kabir representing 
his life and teaching.
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Sonam Kalra : Singing Sufi Music

Harshdeep Kaur is a sufi singer famous for her Sufi songs. 

She was a great crowd gatherer. People listened to her sufi 
songs with attention and enthusiasm.

Sufi Singer Vidya Shah

Vidya Shah is a composer and musician. She was singing 
Kabir. It was a beautiful presentation. Her performance at 
Diggi Palace was fascinating and amazing.
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Sohbat : A Play by Sohaila Kapoor’s Group

The Urdu play was directed by Ms. Sohaila Kapur.

Sohbat, which means `companionship' or 
`conversation', is the story of the encounter between 
between the poet, philospher Jalaluddin Rumi and an 
itinerant mystic Shams, who became Rumi's mentor. 
The bruising encounter between them led to 40 days of 
discourse and meditation, which changed Rumi forever. 
The man who emerged from behind those closed doors 
after the 40 days, was not the husband she had known, 
according to Rumi's wife, Gauhar. 
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RESPONSES OF SOME OF THE PARTICIPANTS

Dear Maam,

First of all let me thanks and say congratulation for 
successfully ending the festival. Thanks for inviting us and 
for your warm hospitality, thanks for your kindness and 
everything. I would try my best to attend the coming literary 
festivals as well. Wish you all the best.
 
Asst. Prof. Abdul Ghafoor Liwal
Deputy Minister,
Ministry of Borders and Tribal Affairs
Government of Afghanistan

•

Respected Ajeet jee,

Hope you are better now and pray from the core of my heart 
to the Almighty for your peaceful life. I don't know the exact 
language specially words to express gratitude for giving me 
the chance to attend such auspicious  and significant festival 
which itself carries so meaningful message for we all  - the 
Indians, all of great India. Participating South Asian Sufi 
Festival I have had some keen observations and findings, as 
you know I am a journalist and also Naturo Researcher, 
which I would like to send you later for your kind 
consideration.

With best regards
Your's S I M Sagar Sagir, Bangladesh

•

Dear didi,

We arrived safely to Kathmandu today morning. 

Thank you for all your love and blessings. Sufi Conference 
was a huge success.  Kindly convey my sincere gratitude to 
Arpana didi for her love and care.  I could see Mr. Sethi ji 
and Praveen ji putting so much effort managing the festival 
logistics. Please give my thanks to both of them. 

with warmest regards,

Keshab Sigdel, Nepal

•
My Dearest and respected Ajeet jee, 

Thank you very much for the compliments and loves. I am 
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very contented and indebted to you and FOSWAL team, I'd 
love to dedicate you Dr. Tarannum Riyaz's ever best poem 
HO TERE OMAR MAIN BARAKAT, Amin.

Furthermore, its an award and honor to attend the 
forthcoming SAARC FESTIVAL OF LITERATURE on 
February 24, 25, 26 2017 in New Delhi. So, my attendance 
and/or participation is confirmed. Moreover, During a 
discussion among myself, Mr. Mansoor Nassimy and Mr. 
Sethi in Diggi Palace, they both requested me to take over 
Mr. Nassimy's responsibility of being FOSWAL focal point 
and/or coordinator in Afghanistan. In fact, the offer and/or 
request meant to me a lifetime achievement award. 

Apropos, if things go from a single management system, it 
will not only benefit the FOSWAL but Afghan intellectuals, 
scholars, writers and academicians as well. 

It's worth mentioning, that I have written a feature paper on 
SAARC SUFI FESTIVAL held in Jaipur, will be published in 
most prominent and renowned Afghan newspaper called 
KABUL TIMES in tomorrows volume. I will send you the link if 
you could please share it on FOSWAL and SAARC SUFI 
FESTIVAL Facebook pages, this way I could return at least a 
less amount to the love and respect I received from you and 
others in the Festival.

Very Respectfully,

Prof. Najibullah Azad, Afghanistan

•

Dear Didi,

Greetings!

I reached safely in Bangladesh on 18 th October. How you 
are specially your physical condition, your eyes also?  Last 
time when I meet you, I felt, you were not physically 
comfortable.  Didi, it is great surprise for me, how you can 
touch & Love everybody with same feelings.

Also, he or she believes...he /she is most nearest of your, 
pray for you health, May Allah long live you, also our Arpana 
jee because you are light of our life.

Thanks & Best Regards

Marzia Lipi, Bangladesh

•

Dear Ajit  ….and Friends form Sufi Festival,

Hope you are fine and doing well. This is to cordially share 
my good wishes and thanks with you regarding really nice 
arrangement in Sufi Festival. Thanks for your kind hosting, 
hospitality and facilitating a lovely environment.
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Hopefully we will strengthen and continue on our relation in 
next.
Sincerely
Tair  Zaland, Afghanistan

•

Dear Ajeetji,

I have at last got over the travel fatigue and found time to 
communicate to you.

Honestly, the Sufi Festival was grand.  Being my first visit to 
Jaipur, I enjoyed every moment of my stay.  This time I could 
interact better with the participants.  The hospitality was 
wonderful.  

That God shall grant you a long, healthy life to continue the 
good work you are doing - Is the wish and prayer of – 

S. Pathmanathan, Sri Lanka

•

Respected Ajeet Cour ji,

After South Asian Sufi festival, I went to Udaypur, Jodhpur, 
Azmer and return back to my home town on 26th Oct 2016. 
Sorry for delay in writing to you.

Actually  this festival and its out come through good orators, 
presentation of individual paper on their respective subjects 
gives me enough knowledge. I personally thanks you for all 
this. More over the poetry reading seasons also was 
remarkable.I ones again thanks you for inviting me to such 
international program 

with regards

Biswajit Nandi, Guwahati

•

Dear Ajeet-ji,

Nazma and I returned to Dhaka via Kolkata and after a 4 day 
holiday in Rajshtan that took us to Jodhpur, Jaisalmeer and 
Bikaner. We had a lovely as well as an intellectually 
rewarding time in Jaipur and enjoyed the music and the 
camaraderie very much. 

With deep respect and warmly,

Fakrul Alam, Bangladesh

•
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Dear Ajeet jee,
First of all, let me congratulate you on the remarkable Sufi 
Festival you organized.  It was a pleasure to listen to the 
speakers on different aspects of Sufism. 
The evening programmes were also moving and beautiful.  I 
especially enjoyed the play on Rumi. 
I only hope that the efforts that you have put in to bring 
peace to the subcontinent will not be in vain and one day we 
will have the peace that you hope and have been working 
for.  

Praying for your good health,

Sincerely,
Niaz Zaman, Bangladesh 

•

Dear Maaji,

We had such a wonderful time during the Sufi Festival. 
Thank you so much for everything. We look forward to many 
more similar opportunities in the near future. 

With love and prayers for your good health and happiness!

Always a son,

Rinzin Rinzin, Bhutan 

•

Dear Ajeet jee,

Thank you for a very pleasant Sufi festival. It was very 
refreshing . warm and soulful. 

I wish you and Arapana the very best in health and 
happiness.

Kamala Wijeratne, Sri Lanka

•

Namaste Maam,

It was amazing experience in Sufi Festival. I am so grateful 
to you for inviting me . Thank you for your gift too. Yesterday 
I reached home.

Thank you

Kumari Lama, Nepal
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